
WAS JESUS JUST A GREAT TEACHER, OR IS HE GOD? 
 
 People have responded to Jesus Christ in many different ways, however one of 
the most prevalent perceptions of him is that he was a great moral teacher.  Are we 
allowed to take this view, or is he God as Christians say?  Letʼs examine the accounts of 
Christʼs life, paying special attention to his claims, his character, and his miracles.  
 
 His claims.  There is one claim that is important for this discussion: Jesus lived 
and taught as if he was God. Explicitly, Jesus accepted the titles Son of God, Messiah, 
Lord, and Son of Man, all designations with divine implications.  He also said things like 
“before Abraham was born, I am,” “I and the Father are one,” and “Anyone who has 
seen me has seen the Father” (Jn 8:58, 10:30, 14:9 TNIV). But perhaps more interesting 
are Jesusʼ implicit claims.  Located in the details of the gospels are numerous indirect 
indications that when taken collectively, reveal a stunning portrait.  
 

Jesusʼ acceptance of worship, prayer, and faith.   People often prostrate 
themselves before Jesus with their requests (e.g., Mk 7:25).  His disciples 
“worship” him (Mt 14:33, Lk 24:52).  Jesus also commands his followers to 
pray in his name (Jn 16:23) and put their faith in him (Jn 14:1).  
 
Jesus as the agent of Godʼs end times judgment.  Oneʼs response to Jesus 
determines his or her eternal destiny (Lk 12:8-9) and the judgment or reward 
received (Mt 25:31-46).  
 
Jesusʼ authority to forgive sins.  In Mk 2:10, Jesus claims to be able to forgive 
sin, something only God can do.  
 
The use of metaphors applied to God in the Old Testament.  In much of his 
teaching, Jesus often applies to himself metaphors that were typically 
reserved for God in the Old Testament: a bridegroom, sower, shepherd, 
father, vineyard owner, and king.  
 
Jesusʼ use of Abba.  In Mk 14:36, Jesus uses this intimate term (like our 
“daddy”) to indicate his relationship with God.  This would have been 
provocative in Jewish culture.  
 
Jesus introduces teaching with Amen.  This Hebrew term is often translated 
as “truly” and introduces much of Jesusʼ teaching.  Unlike the prophets who 
say “Thus says the Lord,” Jesus teaches from his own authority, “Truly I tell 
you…” (e.g. Mt 5:18 TNIV).  
  
“Something greater is here.”  Several times Jesus makes statements that his 
presence is greater than that of the temple (Mt 12:6) or Jonah (Mt 12:41) or 
Solomon (Mt. 12:42). Could this refer to anyone short of the Messiah or God?  



 
 His character.  Three qualities of Jesusʼ character leap from the pages of the 
gospel accounts: self-discipline, servant-hood, and compassion.  His self-discipline is 
demonstrated in his endurance of temptations (Mt 4) in the desert, as well as his refusal 
to be crowned king by misguided followers (Jn 6).  His servant-hood is illustrated in his 
teaching, healings, and washing of the disciplesʼ feet (Jn 13).  Yet, it was Jesusʼ 
compassion towards others, especially the 


